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MEET THE STAFF 
OF SHIELD MAGAZINE 

 

 

Melisa Cross - Melisa is the Wives Behind the Badge, Inc. National Secretary and 

Western Auxiliary Assistant.  She joined WBTB in January 2012 as the Oklahoma 

Auxiliary Director, but after joining the national staff and board of directors stepped 

down from the state level to focus on her duties as secretary, helping the auxiliary 

directors and helping to build Shield Magazine.  

Contact Melisa:  newsletter@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

 

Noelle Butler - Noelle joined WBTB stepping into the media team, helping with the 

various social media pages and event fliers.  Soon after, she joined the staff of Shield 

Magazine as a content creator and writer.  Recently, she filled the role of New Jersey 

Auxiliary Director and Media Team Director.   

Contact Noelle:  Noelle@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

 

Juli McCoy - Juli  started her journey with WBTB as a member of the Maryland 

Auxiliary and as the National Grant Coordinator.  Recently, Juli took over maintaining 

the content of the WBTB website, and joined Shield Magazine to coordinate the content 

of the magazine to mirror the website itself.   

Contact Juli:  webmaster@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

 

Tabitha Youngstrom - Tabitha started with Wives Behind the Badge, Inc in the So 

Cal Auxiliary, and soon after became the organization’s Vice President.  In May of 2012, 

she became President, leading the organization into a new direction.  With her guidance 

and wisdom, she offers insight to the behind the scenes of WBTB with her “President’s 

Corner” feature.   

Contact Tabitha:  president@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

 

mailto:newsletter@wivesbehindthebadge.org
mailto:noelle@wivesbehindthebadge.org
mailto:webmaster@wivesbehindthebadge.org
mailto:president@wivesbehindthebadge.org
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If ever there were a real-life celeb-

rity in law enforcement, perhaps it 

is this man.  From a town in    

Portage County, Ohio, Chief David 

Oliver has become an “internet 

sensation.”  But don’t be fooled by 

the entertainment value—the     

Brimfield Police Department 

boasts “Courage, Integrity,     

Community” on its now-famous 

Facebook page – and this Chief 

and his department mean       

business. 

In a town of approximately 10,500 

residents where the               man-

ufacturing, selling and use of 

methamphetamine has risen, the 

Chief and his department of      

sixteen full-time officers is quite 

literally laying down the law for 

any “mopes” (as he so lovingly  

refers to them) who dare think it 

is the perfect place to set up shop.  

Assisting these 16 officers are 

their four K-9s: Joker, Havoc,  

Drogen and Nitro – all who have 

an extensive list of successful 

finds and arrests to boast on their 

resumes.   

When it became evident that 

methamphetamine was a growing 

problem in Brimfield, the BPD 

took a proactive step in combating 

against it.  For our LEO readers, 

the Chief offers some words of  

wisdom about policing and     

fighting for the communities they 

serve.  He shares that police     

departments need to be proactive 

and take the fight to the “dopers”.  

Constant visibility and traffic 

stops work great, but he cautions 

this is not advocating ticket    

writing.  He notes “it’s like fishing; 

throw the small ones back (speed, 

one headlight) and keep fishing for 

the trophy fish – meth labs, drugs, 

warrants and other criminals.”  

He acknowledges that good       

policing comes from the top down 

– “if the troops know they get sup-

port from the bosses, they will do 

police work.”   

Chief Oliver’s career began with 

the BPD in 1994 where he spent 

two years as a uniformed officer 

before being assigned to an       

undercover drug task force for five 

years.  He left his assignment 

with the task force to take a      

Sergeant promotion and became 

Chief in 2004.  Of course, he     

provides that he believes his boss-

es “had a lapse in              judg-

ment”…they continue to     disa-

gree over that matter. 

Chief Oliver….Internet Sensation 

The marketing genius of this “old 

soul” is impressive.  In an effort to 

connect with his community, Chief 

Oliver created the Brimfield Police 

Department Facebook page in 

May 2010.  Recognizing a        

transition to new technology and 

how people communicate, he 

would have been elated with 500 

“likes.”  He never could have  im-

agined the impact and reach his 

approach to staying connected to 

his community would bring.  At 

this time, the page has 87,558 

fans, or what he calls, “crazy  

cousins”.  His unique approach to 

reporting the stark reality of 

crime happening in his community 

through no mincing of words and a 

dab of humor has clearly worked. 

 

When asked who serves as his he-

ro, David shares that his  grand-

mother was a saint.  He    de-

scribes her as a woman who never 

said anything in anger, nor spoke 

ill of another person.  She “defined 

meekness without     weakness.”  

And what specific   moment in his 

life set his sights on law enforce-

ment?  Starsky and Hutch, of 

course.  Interestingly, he describes 

himself as “an old soul” who loves 

movies like Gone with the Wind 

and The Roaring    Twenties, as 

well as old westerns.   

 

The Man Behind Facebook 

Volume 1, Issue 1 Page 4 

https://www.facebook.com/BrimfieldPolice
https://www.facebook.com/BrimfieldPolice
https://www.facebook.com/BrimfieldPolice
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A stroll through the BPD page 

tells a story of a department filled 

with officers who have big hearts 

and are some of the best in blue.  

They are what he calls “animal 

people” who take in lost or     

homeless animals, post their    

photos, provide what little               

information they have and make 

every effort to ensure they either 

find their people or a safe, new 

home.  They have the usual dogs 

and cats, but have also taken in     

roaming pigs, cows, llamas, hors-

es, geese and ducks.  A duck once 

wandered into a basement…and 

we need no explanation here. 

 

If you are one of the Brimfield PD 

“cousins,” you will often see his 

daily posts noting that “today is 

NOT my birthday”, which started 

after a happy birthday message 

was posted to a cousin from    

Brimfield PD and quickly took a 

turn into confusion when others 

began replying to wish Chief Oli-

ver a happy birthday.  It      rapid-

ly caught on as an opening for 

weather reports, any incidents oc-

curring or news to be shared.  And 

just for the record, as      multi-

talented as this Chief is, he cannot 

perform marriage         ceremo-

nies. 

Chief Oliver credits his wife, Lisa, 

as being his best friend and says 

“her most supportive attributes 

are her compassion and sense of 

humor.”  As a support                

organization for spouses and  fam-

ilies, this Wives Behind the 

Badge, Inc. article would not be 

complete without some insight 

from Mrs. Chief.  When asked 

what advice she would give to oth-

er LEOWs, both new and     veter-

an, the former detective and SVU 

investigator offered an      invalua-

ble message:   

“If you are new to being a law    

enforcement wife, you have to    

prepare yourself.  Your husband is 

going to work odd shifts.  He’s   

going to have to work overtime and 

he most certainly will have court 

time.  None of this is in his control.  

Holidays, birthdays and special 

occasions will no doubt be upset by 

this.  There are days he’s going to 

be tired and stressed.  The     

schedule is one of the worst parts 

of the job.  When he comes home, 

he may not want to talk about his 

day.  We see the worst of the worst 

and we deal with people who hate 

us for no other reason than they 

hate the badge.  If he doesn’t want 

to talk, it’s not you.  He is probably 

trying to protect you from the 

world we see.  No matter where he 

works - large city or small county - 

there is always a risk of danger.  

Tell him you love him every day.  

It’s not only paramount for his 

state of mind during his shift, it’s 

important for your state of mind as 

well.  Stress isn’t healthy for    an-

yone and just those three words 

can bring things back into         

perspective.  I’m not sure there is 

much I can offer to the veteran 

wife. Veteran wives have the      

experience and know what comes 

with the job.  My advice to the   

veteran wife is to develop      

friendships with the new wives 

and share your experience with 

them.  You’ve been there.  You 

know the frustration, the ups and 

the downs of the job. Most          

importantly (and I think this is 

true of marriage in general) make 

time for yourself and make time 

for you and your husband alone, 

even if it’s just an hour of coffee 

once a week.  Law Enforcement 

wives have a tough job, because 

being the wife of a police officer is 

a job.  It takes a dedicated, secure, 

strong woman to be a police       

officer’s wife.  Law Enforcement 

wives are some of the strongest 

women I know and I am proud to 

have joined their ranks.” 

Today is NOT My Birthday... 

Volume 1, Issue 1 Page 5 

Mrs. Chief 

Lisa Oliver 
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Humble is defined as having or showing a  

modest or low estimate of one's own               

importance.  The Chief Oliver Foundation was 

co-founded by David and Lisa earlier this year 

to “provide financial support to child survivors 

of sexual assault through dance, music and the 

visual and performing arts.”  It takes a special 

kind of person to fulfill this kind of              

philanthropic mission – to face a need head-on 

and approach it with a goal of enrichment and 

healing.  Much like his initial quest of          

connecting with his community through a    

simple Facebook page, the Foundation will also 

address other needs related to children’s      

programs in the region surrounding Brimfield. 

 

Assisting in the creation of the Foundation was 

something that the Chief himself still seems 

unable to believe – he wrote a book!  “No 

Mopes Allowed” is a collection of Facebook 

posts, which he refers to as “greatest hits” and 

approximately two years in the life of the  

Brimfield Police Department.  He shared that 

Gray and Company Publishing were incredible 

to work with and all “top notch people”.  If 

you’re a fan of his musings online, it’s sure to 

be enjoyed by all. 

 

From routine checks on the elderly, to never 

stopping short of showing copious amounts of 

gratitude to his officers, helping out lost     

creatures and providing a beacon of light to 

children who just need someone to care, Chief 

Oliver is proof that a gun, a badge and a title 

most certainly do not make the man.  It is    

reflection on where one came from,               

acknowledgment of  

 

those who made small impacts in our lives and 

being grateful for the chance to make a        

difference, even if in just one small part of the 

world.   

The Chief Oliver Foundation & “No Mopes Allowed” 
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Many thanks to Chief and Mrs. Oliver 
for the time you took to provide 
answers to my questions.  On behalf of 
Wives Behind the Badge, Inc. and The 
Shield Magazine, thank you for your 
service.   

 

Thank you to the Brimfield Police 
Department, for your commitment to 
your community and the residents you 
serve.   

~JM 

juli@wivesbehindthebadge.org  

https://www.facebook.com/TheChiefOliverFoundation
mailto:juli@wivesbehindthebadge.org
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As the weather cools and the leaves change, now is a great time to 

start winterizing before the cold wet weather really sets in. 

Prepare your car by checking or having a mechanic check: 

Antifreeze levels - keep filled to prevent freezing 

Battery & Ignition System - Battery terminals should be clean to prevent a drained or dead 

battery   

Brakes - Check wear and fluid levels   

Exhaust System - Check for leaks and crimped pipes 

Fuel & Air Filters - Replace to help keep water out of your system which may freeze.  Main-

tain at least a 1/2 tank of gas during the winter months.  

Heater & Defroster - Ensure they work properly    

Lights & Hazards - Check and replace as needed  

Oil - Check level and weight.  Heavier oils congeal quicker at lower temperatures and do not 

lubricate well. 

Thermostat - Ensure it is working properly  

Windshield Wipers - Now is the time to replace last years wipers and top off fluids.  Keep a 

small bottle of rubbing alcohol and cotton balls to clean the grime off blades and keep them 

from squeaking.   

Tires - Make sure you have rotated and replaced tires and keep them properly inflated during 

the winter months. 

Rub a little Pam on your wipers and door seals to keep them from sticking overnight. 

Items to keep in your WINTER Tool Kit 

Blankets   First Aid Kit  Waterproof Matches 

Flares    Flashlight  Small Knife 

Kitty Litter (for traction) Tow Rope  Tool Kit  

Chains    Ice Scrapper  Jumper Cables 

Small Shovel & Axe  Snacks & Water (energy bars) 

Plastic Bags (can be used over shoes  to keep water or ice out in case you are not 

prepared) 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

TABITHA YOUNGSTROM 
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The winter months will be here quickly and you should protect yourself, 

your home, and your pets.  Please remember to bring them in on cold 

nights or provide a proper warm and dry place they can get out of the 

elements in. 

 

Housing:  Provide proper shelter for your pet whether they live indoors or outdoors.  Indoor pets 

should have their bed or crate placed in a safe and warm place that is away from drafts.  Out-

door pets should have a well-insulated house that is wind and waterproof resistant and elevated 

off the ground so wind and moisture can’t seep inside.  Install a door flap to protect against 

drafts and gusts of wind.  Extra blankets and straw will also help to increase your pet’s warmth.  

Room and floor heaters should be kept away from your pet as they are an obvious fire hazard 

and can also cause serious injuries. 

Food & Water:  Make sure to provide fresh, clean water for your pet every day.  Outdoor pets 

need to consume 25 to 50 percent more calories than usual because the cold weather tends to de-

plete their energy.  Make sure to talk to your veterinarian to find out what is right for your pet. 

Cars are Refrigerators:  A car can act as a refrigerator in the winter. Never leave your dog or 

cat alone in a car during the winter months as they could freeze to death. 

Cats and Cars:  Keep your cats indoors during the winter.  Not only can outdoor cats freeze, 

they sometimes sleep under the hoods of cars to stay warm.  When the motor is started, the cat 

can be injured or killed by the fan belt.  Give an outdoor cat a chance to escape by banging loudly 

on the car hood before starting your car.  

Warmth:  If you have a short-haired breed of dog, consider getting him / her a sweater with a 

high collar or turtleneck with coverage from the base of the tail to the belly to keep them warm.  

Never shave your dog down to the skin in the winter months as a longer coat will provide more 

warmth. 

Antifreeze:  Dogs and cats are attracted to the sweet smell and taste of antifreeze which con-

tains ethylene glycol.  A tiny lick can kill your dog or cat so make sure to check your car for leaks 

on your driveway or gutter. Keep containers tightly closed and clean up spills immediately. 

Check your local retailer for “pet safe” antifreeze. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

TABITHA YOUNGSTROM 
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Support Forums 

 
 

Www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/forums 
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Our online support forums offer 

friendship, support, 

understanding, and 

entertainment to 

spouses and signifi-

cant others of police 

officers. Our mem-

bers span the United 

States, Canada, Europe, and 

Australia, and combine to make 

one incredibly unique sister-

hood. Membership is always 

free!  

Forums Staff 
Brandi (B.Ober):  

Forums Director 

Jessie:  Forums Administrator 

Mendi: Members Liaison and 
Chaplain 

Stacy (Sweet Stacy):  Member  

Services Coordinator  

Moderators 

pamedic954 - Anne 
b.ober- Brandi 

cb_wifetoonefinedeputy- Cindy  
JeannineNJ35 - Jeannine 

Fiona - Michelle 
DeAnna - DeAnna 
izzy1977 - Elizabeth  

Big Sister 
of the 
Month 
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 When I found Wives Behind the Badge 5 

years ago we were a group of women who had 

only one goal to support each other in our 

journey as LEO wives. I came to this group 

via a Google search like most, it was a time in 

my life I felt like the ship was sinking and I 

couldn’t make it another minute. My husband 

and I had just started over basically as he 

was pursing a career change into Federal Law Enforcement, we had just 

moved in our first home and he left 4 days later for the academy in a neigh-

boring state for 4 months, I was single mom to a 5 year old, trying to put a 

new home together, and juggling a litter of new puppies! This was a hard 

time in my marriage and my “normal” friends just didn’t get it the stress. 

 

I’ve shared some of the greatest moments in my life and some of the darkest 

not with friends but with my sisters, I’ve gained a whole country full of sis-

ters who understand me who understand the stresses that only a LEO wife 

can know. I find myself often talking about my “sisters” like I see them eve-

ryday and they are part of my world. Threw WBTB , I’ve met some of my 

closest friends, we a diverse group of strong women be it a stay at home mom 

or lawyer, nurse or fire fighter we all have the same struggle this is what 

WBTB means to me a group of amazing women who are there for each other. 

I’m so proud of what WBTB has done not only to me but for every law en-

forcement family it touches. I look forward to being a part of the future of 

such an amazing site. 

 

Lindsey 
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Each month we like to celebrate 
with our Wives Behind the Badge 
Forums members.  From birthdays 
and anniversaries to new babies 
and graduations, to celebrating 
how many years they’ve been a 
part of our forums, we are excited  
to be  able to  share in those happi-
est of occasions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 year 

 

Bnclctr_pdwife217 

Mrs ninetwonine 
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October 
2pupmama ~ October 2 

Stephanie_MI ~ Oct 5 

Catzeye17 ~ October 9 

Kshirley ~ October 14 

JSLee ~ October 18 

BrunetteMom ~ October 27 

Charmed98 ~ October 27 

MEMBERS AND  

VOLUNTEER BIRTHDAYS 
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October 
Bnclctr_pdwife217 
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 Peaches and Cream Pie 

Ingredients 

 
Topping 

1/2 cup sugar  
1/2 cup all-purpose flour  

1/4 cup butter  

1 fresh peach, sliced for garnish if desired  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topping 
In a separate bowl, combine 1/2 cup sugar, 1/2 cup flour, 

and 1/4 cup butter until mixture resembles coarse meal.  

A pastry blender works well, but two forks or two knives will 
also work.  

Sprinkle meal mixture evenly over pie.   

 

 Bake 60 minutes or until golden.  

Garnish with fresh peach slices, if desired.   

Refrigerate leftovers  

 

Here's a peach tip.... If you have peaches that might 

need a little help with flavor, add 1 -2 TBLS of peach 

jam heated up to melt and mix it in with your peaches. 

3 cups fresh peeled and chopped peaches  
1 unbaked 9-inch deep dish pie pastry  
1 cup sugar  
1/3 cup all-purpose flour  
1/8 teaspoon salt  
2 eggs, beaten  
1/2 cup sour cream  

Preheat oven to 350F degrees.  
  

Place 3 cups fresh peaches into pie pastry.  

In a medium bowl, mix 1 cup sugar, 1/3 cup flour, and 
salt.  
Add eggs and sour cream.  
Blend well.  
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Halloween is almost upon us, and currently, there is no horror character 

more popular than the zombie.  With TV shows such as The Walking Dead 

and movies ranging from the classic Night of the Living Dead to the contem-

porary World War Z, along with your classic haunts to Zombie 5K runs, zom-

bies are not just Halloween entities, but are now part of everyday life. 

Creating your own zombie look, be it for a party, to work a haunt or to just 

go out trick or treating does not have to be a full scale production, nor does it 

have to break the bank.  In fact, doing your own zombie make up is simple 

and very cost efficient.  All you will need is some liquid latex, toilet tissue, 

fake blood, costume makeup, makeup sponges and thin paint or makeup 

brushes.  I personally like to throw in one other little item known as zombie 

rot that can be picked up costume shops or ordered online.  http://www.woochie.com/index.php/Products/Woochie/

WO035.html 

Having a clean, moisturized face is the first key step in creating a great zombie 

look.  This will help keep latex from bonding with anything other than your skin.  

 IMPORTANT:  ALWAYS DO A SKIN TEST BY PLACING A LITTLE OF THE 

LIQUID LATEX ON YOUR WRIST TO ENSURE THAT YOU WILL NOT HAVE 

AN ALLERGIC REACTION TO THE PRODUCT! 

Preparation is a must.  As you build your layers of zombie skin, you do not have 

to want to have to stop and replenish skin pieces with wet latex on your skin.  

Begin by taking single layers of the toilet tissue and tearing them into various 

shapes and sizes.  These will become your scars and wounds.   You can make as 

many or as few for your look as you wish.  This is the beauty of this type of 

makeup.  No two are alike. 

 With a makeup sponge, paint a layer of liquid latex on an area of skin.  While the latex is still wet, apply the single layered 

tissue over the latex.  Do not worry about trying to make the tissue smooth.  The rough edges and bumps will help to create a 

more textured look.  Allow to completely dry.  Once dry, repeat the process again adding a second layer of the tissue.  (You 

can continue this process adding as many layers as you like, depending on how deep of a wound you are going for.  Just make 

sure each layer is dry before adding the next additional layer.) 

 After your final layer has been added, allow it to dry most of the way.  While it is still slightly damp, use your fingers, a 

toothpick or a nail file to gently tear through the built up layers to give them an open wound look. 

 Makeup!  You are now ready to start to apply makeup.  Your color choices are entirely up to you and if you are going for a 

freshly dead zombie, or one who has been on the brain train for a sometime.  Use more flesh colored tones for the newly dead, 

and more of the ash and grey colors for long time deceased.  I usually go towards the middle with some nice putrid greens 

and yellows, giving a slightly jaundice feel.  Here is where the devil is in the details.  Apply your base color to the inside of 

the wound area.  Be sure to apply some reddish tones to give that meaty look.  Using a makeup brush or thin paint brush, 

take your make up and begin to apply to the tears of your wound.  I take my greenish yellow and gently paint the paper that 

I tore away to reveal the open gash.  Finally, using a Q-tip or small brush, apply the fake blood to the inside of the wound.  

Be careful to not get too much of the blood over your makeup as you will not be able to see the detail of the makeup.  ZOM-

BIE ROT!  If you have taken the extra step to acquire zombie rot, just simply follow the instructions on the package, mixing 

the powder with water and apply to wherever you want to give that extra ounce of rotted zombie flesh! 

 More Makeup!  Use greys or dark shades underneath the eyes.  For this, I bypass cream makeup and breakout the eye shad-

ow.  Using a wide eye makeup brush, you can create a ghostly and haunted look around the eyes.  Be sure to not overlook the 

details of the mouth.  Zombies are known for their diet.  By using blood capsules that can be purchases at costumes shops, 

apply the blood to the gums and teeth.  Please note that most fake blood will stain.  If you do not feel comfortable with the 

use of fake blood, an alternative is cornstarch and red food coloring. 

There you have it.   The steps for a quick and easy zombie makeup.  Just add shredded clothing, a shambling walk and a dead 

like moan and you are on your way to becoming your own version of the walking dead. 

 

MC 

Newsletter@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

Beauty Behind the Badge 
Halloween Feature  

http://www.woochie.com/index.php/Products/Woochie/WO035.html
http://www.woochie.com/index.php/Products/Woochie/WO035.html
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AUXILIARY 
COMMITTIEES 

 

 

 

Click HERE  

http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/our-work/auxiliary-committee/
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stages, but its Director, 

Heather Branch, 

continues to stay 

informed and keep the 

Auxiliary Facebook 

page updated with both 

national and statewide 

Please click to the links 

below  to connect with the 

Alaska Auxiliary. 

The Alaska Auxiliary of 

Wives Behind the 

Badge serves as the 7th 

Auxiliary for the 

organization and, just 

like the others, exists to 

provide resources and 

emotional support to 

law enforcement 

officers and their 

families in the 

state. 

Like many of the 

Auxiliaries, Alaska is 

still in its infancy 

news and information. 

The Auxiliary is 

accepting applications 

for volunteers and 

anyone who supports 

law enforcement is 

eligible to become 

active – WBTB is not 

exclusive to wives.  For 

more information, please 

click our links below, 

email 

alaska.auxiliary@wivesbe

hindthebadge.org or visit 

our website. 

 

 

Auxiliary Highlight 

 

mailto:alaska.auxiliary@wivesbehindthebadge.org
mailto:alaska.auxiliary@wivesbehindthebadge.org
http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer/
https://www.facebook.com/AlaskaWivesBehindTheBadge
mailto:alaska.auxiliary@wivesbehindthebadge.org
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our  

Auxiliary Committees 

at Last Months’ Events 
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Wives Behind the Badge, Inc. was pleased to support and 
participate in The Whole Truth Project’s National Thank 

A Police Officer Day, taking place on                  
September 21, 2013.                                    

Several of our state auxiliaries participated,  

extending that hand of gratitude to our officers for their 
dedication to keeping our communities safe. 



Volume 1, Issue 2                                                                                                                                                 Page     21                                                                                                                             

 ~ N.A.B. 

noelle@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

NORTH 

DAKOTA 
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~ N.A.B. 

noelle@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

Prize Drawings 

Red Lobster    Sports Clips 

Dallas Mavericks   Private Donor 

Houston Texans    Chuy’s Restaurant 

Jerry’s Barber Shop   Congressman Randy Neugebauer 

Meadowbrook Golf Course  Susan Conklin with Thirty One 

 

TEXAS 
Vintage Township 

Lubbock 
Thank you to the following sponsors who provided meals 

and prizes to officers in the Vintage Township/Lubbock, TX 

area for the Officer Appreciation Picnic! 
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 OHIO  
We visited  Blendon Township, 

Westerville, Gahanna,          

Columbus Sub Station,       

Hilliard, Worthington and Gen-

oa Township!   
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ILLINOIS 

In Litchfield, IL, the city cut back on purchasing coffee and supplies 

for the department.  As a “thank you”, the community stepped up to 

supply its fine officers with everything they need to stay caffeinated!  

IL Volunteer Cindy McGill (right) is shown working 

with Southern IL Special Olympic Representative  

Sandy Stover (left) to raise money for the           

Law Enforcement Torch Run, which benefits            

Special Olympics. 
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ILLINOIS  

 

IL Volunter  

Christina Eales  

is a teacher at  

Evangelical  

Elementary. 

Her school chose to    

participate in  

Thank You Day.   

  

Students created 

cards and collected 

snacks for officers, 

which were  

delivered to Alton 

PD, Bethalto PD & 

Madison County 

Sheriff's Office. 

 

Christina’s  

daughters  

Samantha & Jessica 

Eales assisted with 

deliveries!  
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Massachusetts 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
Rock Hill Police Department 

Rock Hill, SC 
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POLICE@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

 

Wivesbehindthebadge.org 
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meet our  

Auxiliary Committees 

at our  

Upcoming Events 
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South Carolina 

Buffalo Wild Wings 
Spirit Night 

October 5, 2013 

11:00 am -  11:00 pm 

Rock Hill, SC 

 

 

 

 

 

Alabama 

Liz Hurley Ribbon Run 

October 19, 2013 

8:00 am -  12:00 pm 

Huntsville, AL 

 

Florida 

Tampa Police Memorial 
5K 

October 13, 2013 

7:00 am -  9:00 am 

Downtown Tampa  to 
and along Bayshore Blvd. 
411 N Franklin St, 
Tampa FL 

 

Oklahoma 

Painting For Our Heroes 

October 19, 2013 

2:00 pm-  5:00 pm 

Wine and Palette Studio 

Lounge & Gallery 

201 NW 10th St , Ste 120  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

West Virginia 

Guns n Hoses Softball 
Tournament  

October 5 and 6, 2013 

7:00 am -  8:00 pm 

Charleston, WV 

 

 

 

 

McTrooper 
Run 

October 12, 
2013 

9:oo am -  
12:00 pm 

Charleston, 
WV 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Auxiliary Events 
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Amanda Pekarek 
 

Vice President, National H.A.L.O.S. Coordinator 

P.O.L.I.C.E .Family Training Facilitator  

 

Amanda joined Wives Behind the Badge in 2009 after seeing a Tweet by Marli Matlin, followed 

by hearing about the group through her husband’s Sergeant at a department picnic. She has 

been a member of the Board of Directors since 2010.  In her role as Vice President, Amanda 

works hand-in-hand alongside our President to ensure operations are running smoothly and  

efficiently.   

 

In addition to her role as VP, Amanda serves as the National H.A.L.O.S. Coordinator, which is 

Helping Aid Lost Officers’ Survivors.  The primary function of this program is to offer sympathy 

and support in the event of a line of duty or off duty law enforcement death.  A beautiful       

condolence card is sent to each family with the contact information of a volunteer Angel who is 

ready to help with any support needed.  These Angels are available to assist the department 

and families with any needs they have and are a critical avenue of support. 

 

Amanda shares that Wives Behind the Badge means everything to her.  “To be able to be a part 

of an organization and give back to the law enforcement officers and families and show them 

that their selfless acts and sacrifices do not go unnoticed or underappreciated is a major part of 

who I am as a mother and wife.” 

 

Amanda’s husband, Brandon, is a Deputy Sheriff in North-

ern California where they reside with their three children – 

two daughters and a son.  She dedicates a tremendous 

amount of time to WBTB, but also operates two home-based 

businesses, which gives her time to dedicate to the hectic 

schedules of her children.   

 

Amanda’s family enjoys camping, boating and day trips to 

one of their favorite places - San Francisco.  Both daughters 

are engaged in basketball and volleyball, as well as music, 

which creates bouncing from one court to the next and             

attending many band recitals throughout the year.  

To read more about Amanda, visit her  

Getting To Know You highlight on our website! 

http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/our-work/h-a-l-o-s/
http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/category/featured/
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Wives Behind the Badge Inc.  

is pleased to present our  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They show honor and courage  

as they protect and serve their communities.   

Thank you to all of our heroes! 
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Sponsored By:  
 

Bronze Sponsors—$250-$500: 
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In the law enforcement          

community, when you hear the 

phrase "the elephant in the room," 

you tend to think immediately of 

preparing for the "end of watch.” 

But elephants travel in packs, and 

an equally important pachyderm 

that every LEO family should be 

aware of and address is PTSD. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder is 

not limited to our military.  It does 

not discriminate between men, 

women, age or profession, and it 

is a very real and dangerous    

adversary.  It destroys from the 

inside out, not taking just an    

individual, but destroying entire 

families.   

In the 1996 movie Twister, there 

is a quote that can be taken and 

applied to so much more than an 

Oklahoma tornado.  In a heated 

conversation, Jo exclaims, “You've 

never seen it miss this house and 

miss that house, then come after 

you.”  PTSD, much like a twister, 

can miss one first responder and 

another, and then turn and come 

after you. 

Code 9: Officer Needs Assistance 

is one woman’s line in the sand 

against PTSD.  It is her weapon 

against this horrid foe that       

devours so many of our first     

responders.  It is her call to those 

who stand silently in the crossfire, 

exclaiming, “You do not have to 

face this darkness alone!”  It is a 

message and mission for survival.  

It is a message of hope.  Why 

does she stand in 

the face of this 

monster on behalf 

of first responder 

families she has 

never met?        

Because it invaded 

her home, and 

when it did, she 

looked it in the eye 

and said, “NO 

MORE.” 

Deborah Ortiz is the wife of a    

retired state trooper who suffers 

from PTSD, and is the co-producer 

of Code 9: Officer Needs          

Assistance.  This documentary 

takes a look at the realities of 

PTSD and how it effects first    

responders and their families.  It 

brings to life the stories and   situ-

ations of those who are    fighting 

day by day, as well as the ever 

present truth of the lives PTSD 

has claimed through suicide.  This 

powerful message is a call—a 

wake up call to those who may 

not even know they are struggling 

with PTSD, to the 

families who may 

not recognize the 

symptoms taking 

root in their own 

home, to            

departments,    

agencies and work 

places to break the 

silence and share 

that it is real, that it 

is dangerous, and 

most importantly, that  

THERE..IS..HOPE. 

there were things that 

needed to be presented 

keeping their integrity in-

tact, directly from her.  It is 

my pleasure to be able to 

share with you, in        

Deborah’s own words, the 

heart of what Code 9 is 

I had the honor of getting 

to speak in person with 

Deborah first hand.  

Throughout that conversa-

tion, she shared with me 

her personal story, and I 

knew right away that with 

such a powerful message 

about, along with her pas-

sionate  message of hope. 

Melisa Cross 

National Secretary/Editor 

of Shield Magazine 

Code 9:  Officer Needs Assistance  

Note from the Editor: 
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Law Enforcement and Post

-Traumatic Stress Disorder  

        A Deadly Combination 

   Produced by Dangerous 

Curves Productions 

Drug addiction, irrational behavior, 

hyper vigilance, paranoia and severe 

depression have consumed him.  

 

We did not understand what was hap-

pening to him because his disintegra-

tion was never addressed in the count-

less hours of training he received dur-

ing the course of his career.  They nev-

er warned him of the psychological 

dangers involved in police work be-

cause they refused to acknowledge 

My name is Deborah Louise Ortiz and 

I am the wife of a retired and highly 

decorated New York State trooper and 

a federal agent for the DEA drug en-

forcement task force.  When my hus-

band retired at the age of 44 from his 

twenty-two year law enforcement ca-

reer, all of our dreams of a happy re-

tirement turned into our worst night-

mares.  Little did we know that his 

years on the job would leave him with 

the demons he still battles.  He is no 

longer the man that he once was. 

them. They NEVER asked him if he 

was okay after he had experienced a 

traumatic incident.  And there were 

many. They never mentioned or recog-

nized the reality of PTSD because 

PTSD didn’t afflict the cops. Cops just 

took it all in stride and went on to the 

next horror. Because our police insti-

tutions have failed to recognize PTSD, 

we now deal with his nightmares, 

fears and flashbacks alone. I have 

watched his heart wrenching down-

ward spiral rip our lives apart.  

CODE 9  OFFICER NEEDS ASSISTANCE The Documentary  

Code 9-Officer Needs Assistance is my husband’s story. It is our story. And it is the story of tens of 

thousands of others who have served in law enforcement.  

It is estimated that for every police 

suicide that there are 1000 police of-

ficers working the streets with undi-

agnosed/untreated PTSD 

 

The Badge of Life 

(www.Badgeoflife.com) estimates that 

15% to 18 % (80,000) of police officers 

in the United States suffer with Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  

While we expect many of our return-

ing war veterans to experience PTSD, 

we generally have little awareness of, 

and offer almost no treatment for, our 

police force here at home. This lack of 

recognition and 

treatment has 

destroyed ca-

reers and fami-

lies, and has left 

a ticking time 

bomb on the 

streets of our 

communities. 

 

  

Do you have any idea what it is like to 

be a police officer?   

 

Can you comprehend the level of stress 

police officers encounter on a daily ba-

sis?  

 

Can you really imagine the horrors 

that they see throughout their career? 

Did you know that more police officers 

die by suicide than they do feloniously? 

As the wife of retired 

New York State Trooper 

I have personally 

watched my husband’s 

world fall apart after 

he retired.  Neither one 

of us knew what was 

happening to him.” 

                 

Deborah Louise Ortiz  
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Click here to watch the Code 9 

Trailer 

http://www.Badgeoflife.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO01Qeg15KU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jO01Qeg15KU
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We were in the process of 

a divorce when I found out 

that PTSD was the prob-

lem.  It was at that point 

that I decided to stay and 

help save my husband and 

my marriage.  It was not 

easy and in the beginning 

he fought me every step of 

the way.  Tough love and 

never giving up on him fi-

nally helped him to under-

stand that I was in the 

long haul and that I be-

lieved in him.  He had 

helped so many through-

out his career and accept-

ing help was not easy for 

him.  This is how it is for 

all of our officers and first 

responders.   

My husband’s tragic story 

has inspired me to write a 

screenplay titled The 

Greater Good and it was 

during my research for the 

script that I realized how 

big the problem really is 

and that is when I decided 

to shoot this documentary 

along with my producing 

partner Lisa Edwards 

about my husband and 

many other men and wom-

en in uniform and their 

families who have suffered 

like we have has suffered.  

ANCE to BENEFIT LAW EN-

FORCEMENT, NAMI 

(National Alliance on Mental 

Health),THE POLICE WIFE 

LIFE,  COPSALIVE.COM 

and , SAFE CALL NOW just 

to name a few. These organi-

zations main purpose is to 

raise awareness and the help 

We have the full support of 

organizations such as THE 

BADGE OF LIFE 

(www.Badgeoflife.com),  THE 

BADGE OF LIFE CANADA, 

THE WEST COAST POST 

TRAUMA RETREAT, THE 

CALIFORNIA PEER SUP-

PORT GROUP, CT ALLI-

these men and women.   

Support 

especially infuriating is how 

little the departments them-

selves do in order to help these 

men and women come to terms 

with their PTSD. This cannot 

continue.  Their voices have to 

be heard in honor of those who 

suffer in silence and for those 

who have lost their lives to sui-

cide. 

What I find truly amazing is 

that once we shared the news 

that we had started filming 

this documentary we started 

receiving immense and unex-

pected support from the law 

enforcement community and I 

have been flooded with emails 

from officers from all over the 

world wanting to share their 

stories and expressing the need 

for a film like this to be made. 

They find much comfort in the 

fact that someone is speaking 

for them. 

The problem is much bigger 

than I could have ever imag-

ined.  It is an international cri-

sis. It saddens me to know how 

little our society knows about 

the struggles these brave men 

and women face during their 

years on the job and the psy-

chological burden they must 

carry with them throughout 

their careers and into what 

should be their hard earned 

joyful retirement.  What I find 

Contact 
 

www.facebook.com/CODE9ONA 

  
Deborah Ortiz 917-680-1953 

         
Deborahlouise11@aol.com  
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You choose a career as a police 

officer, firefighter, dispatcher, 

EMT or correctional officer.  You 

earn a fairly decent salary; get 

medical benefits and a pension 

plan.  You dedicate your life to 

fighting crime, fighting fires, 

keeping the bad guys behind 

bars, helping the wounded and 

dispatching our guys to those 

who need help. You help keep 

society safe.  You wear your uni-

form and do your job proudly.  

 

After several years on the job 

your skin thickens and you be-

come desensitized.  You see and 

hear the worst that the humani-

ty has to offer.  To disconnect 

from your feelings is the only 

way to protect yourself.   Your 

job begins to slowly eat away at 

your soul. 

 

It’s time for you to retire.  It’s 

time for you to enjoy what you 

have worked towards your whole 

life.  It’s time to sit back, kick up 

your feet and enjoy life with your 

family (if you were one of the 

lucky ones whose marriage did-

n’t end in divorce).  You no long-

er have to chase the bad guys, 

put out the raging infernos, deal 

with the scum of the earth, an-

swer the horrific calls, be called 

to horrible accidents, save lives 

or watch lives be lost.    

 

But something is wrong. You’re 

miserable and alone.  The imag-

es that you witnessed during 

your career or the horrific calls 

you had to answer, the images 

most people can’t even imagine, 

the images you locked away in 

your memory, begin to resurface.  

You no longer have the job to 

keep you busy, the job that de-

fined you. You work hard at 

keeping your feelings locked 

away but it doesn’t work as well 

once you are retired.  They all 

start to resurface.  You can’t talk 

to your family because they 

would never understand.  Be-

sides you don’t want to be seen 

as weak.  People came to you 

when they needed help.   

 

The days grow darker and the 

pain doesn’t cease.  You need 

help and don’t even know it.  

Your family and friends feel 

helpless as they watch you fade 

away.  You start to wonder what 

would take the pain away.  You 

think you find an answer, maybe 

suicide.  You think back to the 

beginning, back to when you 

chose your career. The career 

they told you would make a dif-

ference; give you financial stabil-

ity, and a retirement plan.  It 

was a career for which they said 

that you would have to put your 

life on the line.  They said there 

was a possibility that you could 

get killed.  Never could you have 

imagined that you would be the 

one ending your life.  

 

They failed to mention that you 

may become your own worst ene-

my, that years of experiencing 

abnormal horrors might take a 

toll. They never told you to 

watch out for signs of PTSD be-

cause they never told you that 

you might not be super human.   

 

Please know that you are not 

alone and there is HOPE.   

even have attempted suicide. We will 

interview family members that have 

suffered with them.  

 

We will interview health care profes-

sionals who recognize the need to treat 

them. 

 

We will take a look at how most depart-

ments are handling this situation. Many 

officers end up losing their jobs once 

they step forward and ask for help, 

which is why most don’t.  

We will also speak to people trying to 

change the way these suicides are treat-

ed, people like Janice McCarthy, the 

Vision: 

Code 9 – Officer Needs Assistance will 

take a look what life is like for the men 

and women in law enforcement, our fire-

fighters, dispatchers, EMT’s and our 

Correctional Officers both active and 

retired who suffer from PTSD, and the 

families that love them.  It will take us 

into their world to explore the horror of 

this condition.  

  

We will interview Police Officers, Fire-

fighters, EMT’s, Dispatchers and Cor-

rectional officers from the USA, Canada 

and other countries who have suffered 

from PTSD. Some have sunk into alco-

hol and drug abuse, and some who have 

widow of twenty one year veteran MA 

state trooper Captain Paul McCarthy, 

who is fighting to have a bill passed 

through the Massachusetts state legis-

lature declaring her husband’s suicide a 

“Line of Duty Death”. To date not one 

police officer who has committed suicide 

due to PTSD has had his/her name 

placed on the Law Enforcement Memo-

rial Wall.  They refuse to recognize 

PTSD as a work related injury mean-

while our government has changed their 

views on PTSD and is now allowing the 

names of our veterans who have com-

mitted suicide due to PTSD to be placed 

on their Memorial Wall.  

 

Code 9 
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We will talk to officers to 

find out the different so-

lutions they have found 

in order to get help.  Solu-

tions such as in treat-

ment facilities such as 

The West Coast Post 

Trauma Retreat ,Talk 

Therapy, Medication, 

EMDR, Peer Support 

groups and  Meditation.. 

Our Trailer is currently 

being used by The West 

Coast Post Trauma Re-

treat, The California Peer 

Support Group and many 

other organizations dur-

ing their training semi-

nars.  We have also been 

contacted by The New 

York State Mental Health 

Dept and granted them 

permission as well to use 

the trailer so that they 

can incorporate the trail-

er into re-inventing their 

training techniques.  

They all are anxiously 

awaiting the full feature 

film.  

THIS FILM WILL OFFER SOLUTIONS AND HOPE: 

dispatchers, EMT's and 
correction officers not on-
ly in the U.S., all over the 
world. The series will ex-
plore this growing difficul-
ty for officers and their 
families who suffer the 
mental anguish for the 
careers they choose.  

Hundreds of articles and 
videos have been pro-
duced with the worn out 
advice of "Get help when 
you need it." This series 
aims to enlighten view-
ers, victims and their 
families to prepare as 
early as their first training 
day begins in their pro-
fession. Taking away the 
stigma and shame of 

emotional trauma is an 
important issue and chal-
lenge for the men and 
women who serve as our 
'first responders' and 
public service officers.  

"With over 26 hours of 
gripping interviews avail-
able, we believe we can 
help produce a compel-
ling series and/or special 
to shed light on re-
sources for this wide-
spread injury, and give 
hope to first responders 
all over the world," of-
fered Gayle Dickie. 

Code 9 has entered into 
an agreement to develop 
and produce 13 half 
hours for a series to air 
early 2014. Dangerous 
Curves Productions Deb-
orah Louise Ortiz com-
ments, "We are also dis-
cussing the possibility of 
also producing a 90 mi-
nute special to kick off 
the series. I'm so thank-
ful to finally bring this 
message of hope out to 
the world." The docu-
drama series, "Code 
9" (Officer Needs Assis-
tance) which will address 
the increasing problem of 
Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder for police, fire, 

Film Update: 
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Wives Behind the Badge, Inc. would like to thank Deborah Oritz for her contributions to this 

feature. 

~MLC~ Secretary/Editor 
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For those of you subscribed to the WBTB newsletter, you might have noticed it has been ex-
panded and is now bringing you lots of exciting news, features, and activities.  One of the 
many wonderful updates includes a BLK section.  In this section we will be doing lots of fun 
activities.  One of these activities includes showcasing our school honor roll students.  So, this 
upcoming school year,  if your child makes their school honor roll, you can email me a copy of 
their report card/mid-term, and it will be showcased in the following month’s newsletter.  To 
insure continued safety, of our kids, I will black out all personal information, with the excep-
tion of their first name, age/grade, and state.  If there is any other information you would pre-
fer not be shown, just let me know. 
 

 We would also like to add birthday celebrations, which will not only include their first name, 
state, and birthday, but will also include any birthday note you might want to share with 
them, in the newsletter.  We share birthday greetings on the BLK forums, and the BLK Face-
book page. 
  
BLK is about our kids; special events in their lives, their accomplishments, activities they par-
ticipate in, and more, and we want help them celebrate these things.  We also love to see 
what our kids are up to.  So, if they have a special event, if they receive an award, are in-
volved in an activity, we would love to know about it, and share it in the newsletter, on the 
BLK forums, and/or BLK Facebook page.  We would also love to have some fun pictures, or an-
ything else you’d like to share. 
  
All submissions can be sent to bluelinekids@wivesbehindthebadge.organd should be sent by 
the 20th of the month, to be included in the following month’s newsletter.  Please be sure to 
include their name, age, description, and state, along with a note giving us permission to use 
your submission.  If it is a professional picture, please include a release from the photogra-
pher. 

  
If your child, age 9 to 17, is not a member of our forums, they can join by filling out the mem-
ber verification application located athttp://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/our-work/blue-
line-kids/. 

  
If they are the appropriate age, to join Facebook, they can also become fans of our BLK page 

at www.facebook.com/bluelinekids. 

Kathy Everman, 

Blue Like Kids Program Director 

mailto:bluelinekids@wivesbehindthebadge.org
http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/our-work/blue-line-kids/
http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/our-work/blue-line-kids/
http://www.facebook.com/bluelinekids
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In August of 2008, I competed in my very first pageant called the National American Miss Pag-

eant. This pageant is based on community service and the whole girl. National American Miss 

is not a glitz or toddlers and tiaras type of pageant. While I was there competing, I met a girl 

who raised a large amount of money for childhood cancer by baking cookies and selling them at 

her school every Friday. She won the cover girl title that year. Since it was my first pageant, I 

did not win. But, I left feeling inspired to come back the following year and win her title.  

I knew, I wanted to form a nonprofit to support the children of slain law enforcement Officers. 

On June 7, 2009, Trooper Joshua D. Miller was killed in the line of duty in Swiftwater Pennsyl-

vania. At the time my Mom, Dad, and I were volunteers at a program called camp cadet. The 

Camp was a law enforcement camp for middle school aged children. At the close of camp, the 

program had raised money to give to the Miller family. My Mom, Dad, and I had the opportuni-

ty to deliver it to the family. When we went to go meet the family, I noticed that Mrs. Miller had a lot of people around her supporting her but 

when I looked to the children, there wasn’t a super strong support system like Mrs. Miller had.  That’s when I came up with the idea to sup-

port fallen officer’s children. I kept the idea in my mind until after I competed in National American Miss in august 2009. I won the Pennsyl-

vania Jr. Teen Cover Girl title and that’s when I wanted to start. I waited for the right time and on October 31, 2009 Katye’s Helping Hands 

began. My Mom, Dad, and I were watching World News when a story came on about an officer being gunned down and an officer being 

injured in a Washington State coffee shop. There was a clip with the fallen officer’s children and I knew that was the right time to start. I 

went to Build-A-Bear Workshop that evening and made Officer Timothy Brenton’s children build-a-bear stuffed animals. I also decided to 

make the injured officer, (Officer Britt Sweeney) a blanket to help aid her recovery. The response I received from the department was incred-

ible and I knew I couldn’t stop there. I came up with the idea that children 13 and under would receive Build-A-Bear stuffed animals and 

children 13 through college age would receive a blanket with their parent’s name on the blanket. I decided to start Katye’s Helping Hands 

because there was not a direct officer kid to officer kid support system when children loose their parent in the line of duty. I also decided to 

start Katye’s Helping Hands because children and adults don’t always relate in the same ways so I figured this way the children would have 

someone to talk to if they needed it.  

 A year after Katye’s Helping Hands went live, I decided to start supporting the children of fallen fire fighters as well. To date, I 

have support over 1800 Children nation wide. This number unfortunately grows on a daily basis. I hope this number does not increase but if it 

does, I will be ready to go and service the children right away.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Katyes-Helping-Hands/364264360350  

http://www.katyeshelpinghands.com/  

Story written and contributed by Katye Trexler 

Katye’s Helping Hands 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Katyes-Helping-Hands/364264360350
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Wives Behind the Badge, Inc. 2013 Scholarship Winners 

 
Wives Behind the Badge, Inc. is proud to announce the 2013 Children’s Scholarship -- 

Miss Hayley Racine of Virginia. 

 

A graduate of C.D. Hylton Senior High School, Hayley plans to attend Pepperdine Uni-

versity in Malibu, California where she will study Biology.  With an SAT score of 170, 

Hayley participated in AP studies, has a grade point average of 4.4 and ranked number 8 

out of her class of 488. 

 

In a description of her most accomplished academic project, Hayley notes her participation in a 20th Century 

United States History course, in which she had to complete a year-long project: The Family History Project. 

 Included in this assignment were interviews, a family tree, photo collection and a compellation of papers about 

herself from early life, elementary, middle and high school.  She notes that the project is one she will keep for 

many years, having learned interesting and exciting facts about her family. 

 

Hylton High School’s specialty program is The Center for International Studies and students participate in an 

effort to broaden international perspective.  Hayley notes that the program serves as the cornerstone for her 

interest in international relations and education. 

 

The WBTB Scholarship application requires an essay entitled “A Life of Ser-

vice”, in which applicants are asked to give, in their own words, what their life 

was like growing up in a law enforcement family.  Hayley writes “Having grown 

up in a household that is headed by a law enforcement officer, I have come to 

appreciate the dedication and sacrifice that he has offered up to others, and 

made for his family.  By opting to hold such an occupation, he has taken away 

some of his quality time with his family to serve the community-and to me, that 

is one of the biggest sacrifices that a person can make, sacrificing for the benefit 

of others.” 

 

We are also pleased to announce the scholarship award for this year’s second place winner  – Miss Katye 

Trexler of Pennsylvania. 

 

A graduate of Bishop McDevitt High School, Katye plans to attend Marywood University where she will focus 

in the Pre-Physician Assistant Program. In a description of her most accomplished academic moment, Katye 

shares that chemistry was her weakest subject, and with a move to a new state and new school during her jun-

ior year, she knew the challenge was even greater.  Determined to receive nothing short of an A, Katye met the 

challenge head-on and was awarded the highest chemistry award at the end of the year. 

 

Katye has participated in countless pageants ranging from regional and state to national competitions, no-

doubt giving her pride and humility, but what sets Katye apart from other high school students is her heart 

and the deep respect she has for others.  On June 7, 2009, a phone call changed the life of one law enforcement 

family, which set the course for this young woman to reach out and help make a difference for children of fallen 

officers.  She founded Katye’s Helping Hands, which was established as a 501(c)(3) in October 2009.  Since 

then, they have provided bears and blankets to over 1,600 children nationwide.  Children 13 and under receive 

a Build-A-Bear stuffed animal, and children 14 through college receive a blanket with their parents name on it. 

 

The WBTB Scholarship application essay by Katye she writes: “Fortunately, my father has returned home un-

harmed.  The thought of him not returning home always ran through my mind when he left for work.  As a 

daughter of a law enforcement officer, I understand the sacrifices my dad, as well as my family, has to make.  I 

am blessed to have my dad home safe and sound because I know for some children, they will never to hug or 

kiss their dad again.” 

 

On behalf of the WBTB Scholarship Selection Committee, Board of Directors, Staff and Volunteers, we congrat-

ulate you, Miss Racine and Miss Trexler.  We have no doubt you will continue as a beacon of light to all law 

encorcement children and you will be nothing short of a success. 
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TRAINING  

Opportunities 
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Wives Behind the Badge would like to thank Jim Osorio for contributing the information and 

article on Canine Encounters and Lisa Wilson for the writing of this story. 

MC 

Shield Editor/Secretary 

newsletter@wivesbehindthebadge.org 
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FAMILIES BEHIND 

THE BADGE 

 
https://www.facebook.com/familiesbehindthebadge  

https://www.facebook.com/familiesbehindthebadge
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For those of you subscribed to the WBTB newsletter, you might have noticed it has been expanded 
and is now bringing you lots of exciting news, features, and activities.  One of the many wonderful 
updates includes a FBTB section.  This section will include lots of great information, activities, an-
nouncements, and more. 
  
FBTB is about our families; special events in our lives (birthdays, anniversaries, new babies, weddings, 
etc.), accomplishments, family activities, and more.  We want to help celebrate these with you, and 
your family.  So, if your family has had a special event, gone on a fun vacation, participated in an 
event, or a family member received a special award and/or achievement we would love to know 
about it, and share it in the newsletter, on the FBTB forums, and/or FBTB Facebook page.  We would 
also love to have some fun pictures, or anything else you’d like to share. 
  
All submissions can be sent to familiesbehindthebadge@wivesbehindthebadge.org, and should be 
sent by the 20th of the month, to be included in the following month’s newsletter.  Please be sure to 
include names, description, and state, along with a note giving us permission to use your submis-
sion.  If it is a professional picture, please include a release from the photographer. 

 If you are not a member, of our forums, join by visiting,  
http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/forums/forum.php, and filling out a member application.  
  
You can also become a fan of our FBTB page at www.facebook.com/familiesbehindthebadge. 

 

Kathy Everman 

Families Behind the  Badge Program Director 

mailto:familiesbehindthebadge@wivesbehindthebadge.org
http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/forums/forum.php
http://www.facebook.com/familiesbehindthebadge
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K.A.R.E. 
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 If you know that Kong doesn't actually 

make anything indestructible   

 You have to vacuum your house multiple 

times a day.  

 The pet store not only knows you by name 

but also special order dog food and so called 

"indestructible" toys....   

 The vet meets you at the door with the 

muzzle.   

 Company knows to call before "just stop-

ping by" to make sure it is safe!   

 "Beware of Dog" signs aren't just to scare 

away burglars!   

 Your overly excited to hear a dog got a bite on a human!  

 Your husband's uniform come home smelling like a dog and you don't 

ask questions.   

 Your the only one at the K9 Demo screaming "good boy *insert name 

here*" in the high pitch happy voice!  

 

 

 

Brandi is a member of the WBTB board of directors and forums di-

rector.  She is the K9 mom of Ary a Dutch Shepherd, who is her 

husband’s partner. 
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Wives Behind the Badge HALOS program has spent its years hon-

oring our fallen officers as well as their families by sending out 

condolence cards and words of support to the survivors. Each card 

has the contact information of one of our volunteers through out 

the country that are ready and willing to spring into action should 

that family need anything. These volunteers are made up of our fo-

rum members, state auxiliary chapters volunteers and they are our 

HALOS Angels. Our angels play a huge role in or program and are 

there to provide any type of support or assistance needed whether it's 

a shoulder to cry on, help with household chores while the family pre-

pares to lay their loved ones to rest, home cooked meals, or a hand 

to hold through the rough road ahead. has spent its years honoring  
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HALOS STAFF 

Amanda Pekarek  

halos@wivesbehindthebadge.org 

Kathy Mercurio 

Eastcoasthalos@wivesbehinthebadge.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorials: 

Jennifer Montey and Molly Kruelle 
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Limited Edition Challenge Coins $15 
http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store/wbtb-limited-ed-

challenge-coin  

http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store/wbtb-limited-ed-challenge-coin
http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store/wbtb-limited-ed-challenge-coin
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Never Forget T-Shirts– Also available in blue.  

$20 

http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.co

m/store/men-s-police-week-memorial-shirt  

http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store/men-s-police-week-memorial-shirt
http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store/men-s-police-week-memorial-shirt
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To order, simply click on the 

picture to be taken directly to 

the item in  the WBTB Zazzle 

Store 

http://www.zazzle.com/wbtb_west_virginia_auxiliary_6_t_shirt-235374894386749919
http://www.zazzle.com/police_wife_mug-168355953831337290
http://www.zazzle.com/alaska_auxiliary_7_shirts-235311778818178610
http://www.zazzle.com/wbtb_trademark_aprons-154566092491212735
http://www.zazzle.com/blue_line_kids_shirt-235655228178166307
http://www.zazzle.com/fbtb_key_chain_square_acrylic_keychains-256373083831423095
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To order, simply click on the 

picture to be taken directly to 

the item in  the WBTB Café Press 

Store 

http://www.cafepress.com/mf/51014251/wbtb-logo_invitations
http://www.cafepress.com/+wbtb_logo_iphone_4_slider_case,631721290
http://www.cafepress.com/+halos_stainless_water_bottle_10l,647612375
http://www.cafepress.com/+families_behind_the_badge_mens_light_pajamas,603557406
http://www.cafepress.com/+wbtb_logo_throw_pillow,107038704
http://www.cafepress.com/mf/66858503/i-love-my-officer_tank-top
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WBTB, FBTB and BLK Bracelets  

$5 

Wives Behind the Badge Lapel Pin $5 

WBTB Logo Patch  $10 

Find these items at more at our 

Wives Behind the Badge store 

http://

wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/

store  

http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store/wbtb-wristband
http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store
http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store
http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store
http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store/wbtb-lapel-pin
http://wivesbehindthebadge.madefreshly.com/store/wbtb-logo-patch
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Members Business Directory 
Autumn Rock Jewelry  

Distributors:  Amy Bachert and  

Autumn Bergling 

alpharockjewelry@gmail.com 

www.alpharockjewelry.etsy.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avon 

Distributor: Juli McCoy 

jmccoy@greatercc.org 

 

 

 

 

Blue Line Cosmetic 

Distributor:  Amanda Pekarek 

www.facebook.com/bluelinecosmetics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beach Body 

Distributor:  Maureen Ortega 

http://beachbodycoach.com/esuite/home/REE

NO26 
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Members Business Directory 

Christine’s Impressions 

Distributor:  Christine Robertson 

www.etsy.com/shop/ChristinesImpression 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chloe's Barkery Gourmet Pet Treats 

Distributor:  Amanda Miller 

info@chloesbarkery.com  

www.chloesbarkery.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Color Your Pride 

Distributor:  Morgan Horacek 

mghoracek@yahoo.com 

https://www.facebook.com/ColorYourPride 

 

 

 

 

 

Heroes In Glass 

Distributor:  Robert James 

rjames@heroesinglass.com 

heroesinglass.com 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Heroes-In-

Glass/105248672905263 
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Members Business Directory 
Jirley's Treats for Canines 

Distributor:  Jirleymar Morgan 

Facebook.com/JirleysTreatsforCanines 

 

 

 

 

      

Lilly B Haven LLC ~ Bullets In Your Baubles 

     Distributor: Lilly Haven 

     lillybhaven@gmail.com 

     http://www.lillybhaven.com 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lilly-

B-Haven-LLC/202784316428107 
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Members Business Directory 

 Origami Owl 

 

Distributor:  Jennifer Robison 

http://JenniferR.OrigamiOwl.com  

www.facebook.com/OrigamiOwlbyJenniferR  

 

 

 

Distributor:  Meagan Monger 

www.meaganmonger.origamiowl.com 

 www.facebook.com/yourcharms 

 

 

Distributor:  Kristin Meyer 

Origami Owl Independent Designer #8291  

http://kristinmeyer.origamiowl.com  

createyourstory@hotmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/OrigamiOwlKristinMeyerIndependantDesigner  

(989) 450-5222  

 

http://kristinmeyer.origamiowl.com/
https://www.facebook.com/#%21/OrigamiOwlKristinMeyerIndependantDesigner
tel:%28989%29%20450-5222
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Members Business Directory 
Scentsy 

Distributor: Dawn Eiduk 

https://dawneiduk.scentsy.us/Scentsy/Ho

me  

575-302-6957  

 

 

Distributor:  Meghan Floirendo 

https://warmingwithmeg.scentsy.us/Scent

sy/Home 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Meghan-

Floirendo-Independent-Scentsy-

Consultant/433841576692378 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Distributor:  Suzanne Gonzalez  

     suzannegonzalez.scentsy.us  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send Out Cards 

Distributor:  Sarah Weemhoff 

www.sendoutcards.com/weemhoff 

https://dawneiduk.scentsy.us/Scentsy/Home
https://dawneiduk.scentsy.us/Scentsy/Home
tel:575-302-6957
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Members Business Directory 

Shaklee! 

Distributor:  Trully Luke 

http://www.shaklee.com/us/en/  

 

 Thirty One Bags 

Distributor:  Kathy Everman 

www.mythirtyone.com/256762 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distributor:  Morgan 

Horacek 

http://mythirtyone.com/MorganHoracek 

 

  

  

 Visalus 

 Distributor:  Amanda Pekarek 

 http://amandapekarek.myvi.net/ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plexus  

Distributer:  Shelbi Potter 

www.ShelbiPotter.com,  

http://facebook.com/PlexusPalooza  

http://mythirtyone.com/MorganHoracek
http://www.ShelbiPotter.com
http://facebook.com/PlexusPalooza
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Members Business Directory 

Art and Photography 

 

 Box Five Police Art 

 Randy Sappo 

 Www.BoxFiveArtStudio.com 

 Www.BoxFivePoliceArt.com 

  Art_of-randy_sappo@yahoo.com 

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

Lambs & Limes Photography & Designs  

Lindsey Bright 

LambsLimesDesigns@gmail.com 

614-348-5257 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Romanowski Photography 

 

www.MichelleRomanowski.smugmug.com 

  
www.facebook.com/MichelleRomanowski
Photographer  

http://www.michelleromanowski.smugmug.com/
http://www.facebook.com/MichelleRomanowskiPhotographer
http://www.facebook.com/MichelleRomanowskiPhotographer
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Social Network Directory 

 

Wives Behind the Badge 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Linked In: 

 

HALOS 

Facebook: 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Families Behind the Badge 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Blue Line Kids 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

KARE 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Shield Magazine 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Santa Shield 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/wivesbehindthebadge
https://twitter.com/WBTBPoliceWives
http://www.linkedin.com/company/wives-behind-the-badge-inc.?trk=company_logo
https://www.facebook.com/HALOSWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/familiesbehindthebadge?fref=ts
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/families-behind-the-badge/72/212/3b9
https://www.facebook.com/BlueLineKids?fref=ts
http://www.linkedin.com/in/bluelinekidswbtb
https://www.facebook.com/pages/KARE-K9-Assistance-Resources-Education/480534361959306?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/WivesBehindTheBadgeIncShieldMagazine?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Santa-Shield/387233248022949?fref=ts
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Social Network Directory    
Auxiliary Committees  

Alabama 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Alaska 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Arizona 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Arkansas 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Central California 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

 

Northern California 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Southern California 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Colorado 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In 

 

Connecticut 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Delaware 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

 

Florida 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Georgia 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Hawaii 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Idaho 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Illinois 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaWivesBehindtheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/AlaskaWivesBehindTheBadge?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/ArizonaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/AZAUXWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/ArkansasWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ARWBTBAUX
https://www.facebook.com/CentralCaliforniaWivesBehindTheBadge?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernCaliforniaWivesBehindthebadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/NorCalAuxWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCaliforniaWivesBehindtheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/SoCalifAuxWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoWivesBehindtheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/ConnecticutWivesBehindTheBadge?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/DelawareWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/FLAuxWBTB
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/florida-auxiliary-wives-behind-the-badge-inc/5a/a45/726
https://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/HawaiiWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/IdahoWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/IllinoisWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ILAuxWBTB
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Social Network Directory    
Auxiliary Committees  

Indiana 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Iowa 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Kansas 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In 

 

Kentucky 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Linked In 

 

 

Louisiana  

Facebook 

Twitter 

Linked In: 

 

Maine 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Maryland 

Facebook 

Twitter 

LinkedIn 

 

Massachusetts 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Michigan 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Minnesota 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Linked In: 

 

 

Mississippi 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Missouri 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Montana 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Nebraska 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Nevada 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/IndianaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
http://www.linkedin.com/in/inauxiliarywbtb
https://www.facebook.com/IowaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/KansasWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/KentuckyWivesBehindTheBadge
https://www.facebook.com/LouisanaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/LAAUXWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/MaineWivesBehindTheBadgeInc?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/MarylandWivesBehindTheBadge?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://twitter.com/MDAuxWBTB
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/maryland-wives-behind-the-badge/53/a4a/925
https://www.facebook.com/massachusettswivesbehindthebadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganWivesBehindtheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/MinnesotaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/MNauxWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/MississippiWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/MOAuxiliaryWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/MontanaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/MTWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nebraska-Auxiliary-Wives-Behind-the-Badge-Inc/128716057316689?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/NevadaAuxiliaryWivesBehindTheBadgeInc?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/NVAuxWBTB
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/nevada-auxiliary-wives-behind-the-badge/4b/3b2/308
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Social Network Directory    
Auxiliary Committees  

New Hampshire 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

New Jersey 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Linked In: 

 

New Mexico 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

New York 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

North Carolina 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

 

North Dakota 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Ohio 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Oklahoma 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Oregon 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Pennsylvania 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In 

 

 

Rhode Island 

Facebook: 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Oklahoma 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Oregon 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Pennsylvania 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In 

 

Rhode Island 

Facebook: 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NewHampshireWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/NJAuxWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/NewMexicoWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/NewYorkWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/NYAuxWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCarolinaWivesBehindTheBadge?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ncauxwbtb
https://www.facebook.com/NorthDakotaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/OhioWivesBehindTheBadgeInc?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/OklahomaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/OKAUXWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/OregonWivesBehindtheBadgeInc?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ORAUXWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/PennsylvaniaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/OklahomaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/oklahoma-auxiliary/4b/827/b38
https://www.facebook.com/OregonWivesBehindtheBadgeInc?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PennsylvaniaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/PAPoliceWives
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Social Network Directory    
Auxiliary Committees  

South Carolina 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Linked In 

 

South Dakota 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Tennessee 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Texas 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Linked In: 

 

Utah 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

 

 

 

 

Vermont 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Virginia 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Washington 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Washington DC 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In 

 

West Virginia 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

Wyoming 

Facebook 

Twitter: 

Linked In: 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthDakotaWivesBehindTheBadge?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/TennesseeWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/TexasWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/TXAuxiliaryWBTB
https://www.facebook.com/UtahWivesBehindTheBadgeInc?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/VermontWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaWivesBehindTheBadgeInc?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonWivesBehindTheBadgeInc?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/WAAUXWBTB
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/washington-auxiliary-wives-behind-the-badge/70/b38/170
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonDCWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/WestVirginiaWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/WVAUXWBTB
http://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=251666100&trk=tab_pro
https://www.facebook.com/WisconsinWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/wisconsin-auxiliary-wives-behind-the-badge/71/589/401
https://www.facebook.com/WyomingWivesBehindTheBadge?fref=ts
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NORTH CAROLINA SPONSORS 
 

A NIGHT IN BLUE 

 712GEAR  

 Pampered Chef  

 Lia Sophia 

 

 

 

 Next Track Entertainment  

 V&V Manufacturing  

Lia Sophia 

$100 item of choice for FREE 

with qualifying party 

(catalogue or in person) 

https://www.facebook.com/712gear?hc_location=stream
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pampered-Chef-with-Mary-Beth/252182384802664
http://www.liasophia.com/courtniegaylord
http://www.nexttrackdj.com
http://www.vandvmfg.com/index.htm


Volume 1, Issue 2                                                                                                                                                 Page     95                                                                                                                             

 

COLORADO THANK YOU DAY SPONSORS 

 

 Chick-Fil-A  

 Carter's Creative Catering  

 Loveland Career Firefighters Union  

 McGraff's American Grill  

 George's Pizza and Gyros  

 Jensen Arms  

 Home State Bank  
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P.O.L.I.C.E. FAMILIES 

P.O.L.I.C.E. Families, written by Mendi Keatts, is designed to help 

integrate law enforcement life into family life.  Taught by an officer 

and spouse, the course is presented to officers and family members.   

 

P.O.L.I.C.E. Families is for all types of law enforcement families. 

Designed to help promote a better understanding of each side of 

the law enforcement relationship and learn some of the communi-

cation tools that can make the relationships successful.  

Taught to officers and family members in a comfortable and casual 

atmosphere. Children are welcome with some activities and snacks 

provided - the class is made as accessible as possible. It's all about 

the family.  

 

The class has been accredited for Mental Health by Oklahoma 

CLEET in 2012, received copyright in 2013 and is now an official 

partner with Wives Behind the Badge, Inc. 

 

 

  For more information, please email  

  POICE@wivesbehindthebadge.org  

Partners 

mailto:police@wivesbehindthebadge.org
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The Police Wife Life, LLC, is dedicated to the support of Law En-

forcement Officers and focused on bringing awareness to the need 

for the support of our Law Enforcement Officers as well as bring-

ing back the respect for our Officers from the general public. My 

mission is legislative change through my Bill, “One Strike You’re 

Out, Protective Measures for Law Enforcement Officers”, which if 

adopted Nationally would change the sentencing laws to require 

long term, fully served sentences with no parole options or plea 

agreements for repeat offenders who assault or attempt to injure 

an Officer. It would require mandatory life sentences with no pa-

role option for those who murder an Officer, with no option of plea 

deals for lesser charges (for those states with no death penalty). 

My goal is to keep repeat offenders off our streets and to instill 

fear back into the minds of criminals who currently have no regard 

for the lives of our Officers due to the lack of current consequences 

from our Government. 

 

TPWL is a National online community 

which offers support to those in Law 

Enforcement, spouses, family or loved 

ones.  

http://www.thepolicewifelife.com  

Partners 

http://www.thepolicewifelife.com/
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The National Police Wives Association is a  

nationwide organization dedicated to supporting 

LEO families by providing a support system through 

networking and awareness .  They are a charitable 

organization dedicated to the support of law en-

forcement wives and families, and well as providing 

resources to those new to the law enforcement 

community. 

 

NPWA is a charitable organization dedicated to 

supporting law enforcement spouses with various 

outreach programs. NPWA is accepting donations 

to provide financial assistance to officers injured in 

the line of duty as well as families of fallen officers.  

Partners 
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Partners 

 Every 17 hours an officer commits suicide.  

• 75 percent of our officers have been divorced 

– 87% of our firefighters! 

• 40 percent of officers are involved in domestic 

violence 

* The avg. lifespan of a Corrections officer is 58 

years 

* 85% of first responders and 35% of dispatchers experience  some 

symptoms of PTSD. 

 

Serve & Protect is dedicated  to the HOMELAND HEROES who 

serve or have served in Law Enforcement, as a Firefighter, EMT, 

or Corrections Officer.  The dedication and sacrifice of these brave 

men and women who keep the homeland safe is unsurpassed by 

any profession.  

 

Founded by Robert Michaels, who served with 

the 229th Military Police Battalion VANG, 

and norfolk Police on patrol and as a detective, 

we provide services with a boots on the ground 

understanding of the job.  
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Partners 

 Public Safety is a stressful, demanding career. You keep communities safe. 

You protect life and property. You enforce laws. You resolve conflicts. Public 

safety rests on your shoulders. 

What happens when your personal life and career are out of balance? You 

are going through a divorce. Your finances are out of control. You can’t 

sleep. A traumatic event at work is haunting you. Drugs and alcohol seem to 

lessen the effects. 

Don’t ignore the warning signs. Safe Call Now was established by public 

safety employees for public safety employees. Talk to someone who under-

stands the stressful demands of your work. It’s a simple and confidential 

phone call away. 

 

Mission Statement:  Safe Call Now is a confidential, comprehensive, 24-hour crisis re-

ferral service for all public safety employees, all emergency services personnel and 

their family members nationwide.  

 

Vision Statement:  Safe Call Now provides education, healthy alternatives and re-

sources to save lives and put families back together.  

 

http://safecallnow.org/  

http://safecallnow.org/contact.php  

http://safecallnow.org/
http://safecallnow.org/contact.php
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