
 
 

Area Peace Officers Receive Training For Dog Encounters 
By Alexandra Mester – May 5, 2015 

 

WOODVILLE, Ohio — There was no shortage of available hands to dole out affection as a 7-
year-old German shepherd named Coral visited area law enforcement officers in Woodville. 

Jim Osorio, 51, of Canine Encounters Law Enforcement Training used his search-and-rescue dog 
to help with demonstrations during the eight-hour training Monday attended by more than 100 
area police officers, dog wardens, park rangers, and others who encounter dogs during the course 
of their work. 

Mr. Osorio said violent encounters between police and dogs have been a growing concern 
nationwide for several years, but most officers have no training in canine behavior or body 
language and nonlethal methods for managing aggressive dogs. 

“They really need training, and they’re not getting it anywhere else,” he said. “At least now, they 
are a little more educated and have learned how to deal with it a little better. It’s tough to deal 
with things you’re unfamiliar with.” 

The Woodville training session was prompted by a November incident in which the village’s K-9 
officer shot and seriously wounded an unrestrained chocolate Labrador retriever. Moses left his 
owner’s business property at 875 E. Main St. and approached the scene of a traffic stop. The 
officer Steve Gilkerson said the dog was acting aggressively, but witnesses claimed otherwise. 

Officer Gilkerson ultimately was cleared of wrongdoing and did not face charges. Moses 
underwent surgery to repair his shattered leg, but the bone failed to heal and the leg was 
amputated in February. 

Woodville Mayor Richard Harman personally paid for the training because the village did not 
have available funding. All Woodville officers and reserve officers, except those on duty, 
attended the training. Chief Roy Whitehead said officers will be able to use the training 
immediately. 



“It’s perfect,” he said. “We've got a lot of good videos and class participation. The instructor is 
doing a great job and there’s a lot of good information.” 

The department also purchased dashboard and body cameras in response to the shooting, and 
Moses’ owners say the dog has completely healed and has adjusted well after his wounded leg 
had to be amputated. 

Washington Township Officer Eric Hart, a resource officer for Toledo Public Schools, said the 
schools frequently deal with stray dogs, and some even find their way inside the buildings. He 
said he had never had any dog-specific training before Monday’s session. 

 “I would hate to be put into a situation where I’d feel the need to shoot a dog, particularly at a 
school,” he said. “So if there’s anything at all we can do to avoid it, that’s why we’re here.” 

State Rep. Bill Reineke (R-Tiffin) also attended. He has been in contact with Mayor Harman and 
recently voted in favor of an amendment to the House budget bill that would mandate companion 
animal-encounter training as a part of the Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy courses. The 
amendment emphasizes canine encounters and nonlethal methods. 

Training is “a huge thing as far as keeping our communities safe, and our animals safe too,” he 
said. 

Mr. Osorio, Chief Whitehead, Mayor Harman, and Officer Hart all said they agree the state 
should make the training mandatory. 

“That’s the only way a lot of departments will make their officers take it,” Mr. Osorio said. “It’s 
a shame, but that’s the way it works a lot of times.” 


