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In an effort to reduce the number of dogs killed by law enforcement officers and the number of 
officers attacked by dogs, the Texas Legislature passed in its last session a bill requiring some 
officers to complete mandatory training on dealing with canines. 

On Sept. 1, House Bill 593 required any law enforcement officer with a basic peace officer 
certification to take the specialized training to obtain more advanced licenses. About 60 members 
of local and area law enforcement agencies attended a training this week at Vernon College 
titled, “Defensive Tactics: Canine Encounter.” 

Jim Osorio, a former police officer, firefighter and a certified animal control officer, led the 
daylong session, teaching other officers how to interact with dogs in hostile situations so that 
neither officer nor canine is caused harm. 

“You can’t shoot a dog because it’s just sitting there, but it all boils down to protecting yourself 
and another person,” said Mike Hopper, coordinator of protective services at Vernon College. 



Osorio said in the training that officers should look for signs that a dog lives at a home before 
entering, and officers also should be able to gauge a dog’s body language and temperament 
before acting. Dogs that are aggressive because they are scared and dogs that are aggressive 
because they are protective of their territory demand different approaches, he said. 

“Dogs are like their family member, the wolf,” Osorio said. “They will use their teeth to get 
food, establish and maintain social relationships, and protect themselves and their group from 
intruders. They usually try to accomplish this through threats rather than actual attacking.” 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention lists pit bulls, Rottweilers, German shepherds, 
chows and Dalmatians among the 10 most dangerous dogs in the U.S., but any dog can bite an 
officer if it approached incorrectly. 

Incidents in which an officer is attacked by a dog or an officer shoots a dog can be caused in two 
ways: by irresponsible or uneducated dog owners or by inadequately trained officers. 

 

Officers who respond inappropriately to calls involving dogs can unnecessarily injure or kill a 
dog or person, can tarnish the image of law enforcement, or can embroil their departments in 
lawsuits. 


