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Dog-Shooting Incident Prompts Randall County Canine Training 
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Randall County Sheriff’s deputies underwent training designed to teach law enforcement how to 
handle situations involving dogs Tuesday and Wednesday after an incident in which a deputy 
shot and killed a family pet outside of a rural Randall County home in July. 

About 5:30 p.m. July 23, Deputy John Vaught responded to a call of dogs running free on a 
neighbor’s property where, in May, a 16-year-old boy at the neighbor’s residence was bitten by a 
different dog owned by the same people, Randall County Sheriff Joel Richardson said. 

The deputy explained the county’s leash laws to Toni Walker, who owned the dog with husband 
Ryan, and prepared to leave without incident but, as he was exiting the residence, the dog 
charged. Vaught drew his gun and fired at the animal, striking and killing it. 

The Walkers launched a Facebook campaign called “Justice for Blue,” which sought Vaught’s 
termination among several other demands. The campaign gained more than 7,000 followers from 
across the country. 

“It’s not a question of whether it’s justifiable or not, it’s ‘Can it be avoided?’ And my answer is, 
‘Yes, it can be if I give those guys the proper training and guidance,’” Richardson said Aug. 11. 

Richardson contacted Jim Osorio of Canine Encounters Law Enforcement Training in Arlington. 
Osorio has been teaching law enforcement how to properly deal with dogs since 2005. The 
classes have been growing in popularity over the past several years, he said. 

Walker said she initially wanted Vaught punished, but the family has softened on its demands. 

 



Toni Walker told reporters Tuesday the main goal of the Facebook campaign is now to create 
awareness surrounding cases of animals killed by law enforcement. 

“I do understand their job is complicated and they risk their lives on a daily basis to protect us 
and we are pro-law enforcement, but they need to be trained on how to deal with people’s 
animals,” she said. 

Richardson said the training is necessary, as, on average, law enforcement will encounter a dog 
on 1 in 3 calls in the field. 

“If they’re going to come into contact with canines that often,” Richardson said, “we need to 
offer them some kind of training, give them some more tools in their toolbox to help them handle 
the situation.” 

Osorio said police often misunderstand dogs’ body language and reasoning. 

“Even just handing a piece of paper to someone could be considered a threat by a dog,” he said. 

Osorio’s curriculum focuses on teaching law enforcement about canine body language, 
aggressive behavior, how to talk to a dog and how to effectively use the tools police already 
carry to successfully navigate canine encounters. 

“Pretty much that’s what my training is about, teaching officers everything but lethal force,” 
Osorio said. 

But dog owners should also be proactive, Osorio said. 

“People are responsible for their dogs just as much as that officer is responsible for what he does 
on his job,” he said. 

Osorio recommends locking a dog away from police if the animal is not involved in the call. 

Socialization and training an animal to distinguish threats from non-threats are also key to 
protecting pets, Osorio said. 

“The training (is) a very, very good step,” Toni Walker said, “It meant a lot to our family and to 
bringing justice to Blue. It’s definitely a big step to change. … I hope it saves a lot of dogs’ 
lives.” 


