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(LAKE CHARLES) Lethal encounters between dogs and law enforcement personnel have 
reportedly been on the increase across the country, and it certainly has been a spotlighted local 
issue recently and within the past few years. An issue in many of these instances has reportedly 
been a lack of training of officers on how to deal with canine encounters. On Thursday, over 30 
deputies with the Calcasieu Parish Sheriff's Office took part in a Canine Encounters Law 
Enforcement Training (CELET) course in order to get a better understanding on how deal with 
dog encounters on a daily basis. 

According to one trainee, CPSO Lt. Robert Manuel, the deputies there that day came from 
almost every division of the Sheriff's Office. 

"This is a good class for us. There are a lot of things that we don't realize in the every day course 
of work," said Manuel. "This class will give us a better perspective on how to deal with these 
encounters." 



Teaching the class that day was Jim Osorio, Senior Law Enforcement Specialist with CELET out 
of Arlington, Texas. Osorio has been conducting this type of training since 2005. 

"We are basically teaching the deputies how to handle dogs in their encounters other than by 
lethal force," he said. "I'm teaching them how to handle the encounters without shooting the 
dog." 

Assisting him was Coral, a nearly seven year-old German Shepherd. Coral used to spend most of 
her days working as a search and rescue dog but now her time is mainly taken up with helping 
Osorio in his classes. 

"Her job is mostly public relations. Basically she mingles with the officers, and they get used to 
her walking around," said Osorio. 

Coral also assists with demonstrations, teaching officers how to approach a dog and how to 
handle one. 

"Most of the stuff that they carry on their belt is made for human-use, but I have to teach them 
differently when it comes to an animal. You are not going to use a tool on your belt for an animal 
the same way as you would on a human. There is a difference," said Osorio. "I show them how 
to properly use those tools on an animal if they have to use them." 

Among those tools are sprays, Tasers and batons. Osorio stated that Tasers can be tricky when 
aiming at a dog. 

"They are quick moving so you might not get that Taser right," he said. "And Tasers are only 
effective if both probes go in and the electricity is flowing. If you shot me with a Taser, then 
pretty much after the juice stopped I'm going to probably lay there for a little bit. But, if you 
shoot an animal with a Taser, after the juice stops they pretty much recover instantly. The officer 
needs to be aware of that. It is a 50-50 chance on flight or fight. The reports that we normally get 
back show that the animal normally runs off because they don't want to be shocked again." 


