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ARLINGTON, Texas—We’ve heard many stories of people losing their pets to cops with a gun. 

Maximus, the 7-month-old pitbull puppy shot by a Cleburne Cop is a prime example. 

In an October 2014 interview, owner Amanda Henderson said of the shooting, “I don’t 
understand why..It’s sad..it’s so sad.” 

Now one man and his dog Coral are training police officers and taking a bite out of cop-involved 
canine shootings. 

“After I saw the Cookevile, Tennessee incident where a family’s dog got shot on the side of the 
highway…I started to realize that law enforcement needs training when it comes to dogs,” Jim 
Osorio said. 

And Osorio knows a thing or two about making split-second decisions on aggressive animal 
calls.  He was on the force for ten years. 

“As a past police officer myself, I know from the experience, the officers need this training 
because there is no training in the academy for these officers on dogs.” 

He and the folks at Canine Encounters Law Enforcement have a goal of teaching law 
enforcement how to react properly to aggressive animal situations and making sure fewer and 
fewer dogs endue getting shot, or worse, killed. 

“My class will actually teach them other options other than going to lethal force,” Osorio 
explained.  “How to use the baton as a distraction tool instead of a striking tool…there’s certain 
ways you have to use a taser when it comes to a dog..how to properly deploy pepper spray.  
There’s a lot of people afraid of dogs, especially if you’ve never been around them or maybe if 
you’ve been bitten by one, and that’s why Coral comes into the classroom. 

 



And Coral here is a busy pup! She helps out with the dangerous animal task force, is a certified 
search and rescue dog, and even does work with FEMA.  She’s even got her own merchandise! 
Talk about a hot dog! 

“I’ve also had officers come back and said, I had an encounter the other day, and what you 
taught me…it actually worked. I’ve had officers that are scared of dogs, and by the end of the 
class, they’re actually even petting Coral and playing with her.” 

HEY! Now, that’s PAWsitive! 


